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Goals of HISPACAT

» HISPACAT is a theory-driven project aimed at

» identification of the 'atoms’ underlying syntactic
microvariation in Catalan and Spanish
» prediction of domains most vulnerable to syntactic interference

» HISPACAT is an applied project aimed at building

» an empirical playground for researchers in bilingualism and L2
learning
» a dynamic comparative grammar for L2 teachers/learners
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The project and the team

» HISPACAT is part of the funded research project
HUM2006-13295-FILO (Spanish MEC and UE FEDER)

awarded to the Center of Linguistic Research of the
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona (UAB)

» HISPACAT involves 26 senior/junior researchers, and one
head technician, Daniel Jiménez
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Theoretical background of HISPACAT

» constructions as bundles of properties

» microparametric approach to syntactic variation

» standard Catalan and Spanish language data from the two
major descriptive grammars:

» Gramadtica descriptiva de la lengua espafiola. [Spanish]
» Gramatica del catala contemporani. [Catalan]

» plus two main 'official’ corpora:

» Corpus de Referencia del Espafiol Actual. [Spanish]
» Corpus Textual Informatitzat de la Llengua Catalana. [Catalan]
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Basic construction example: expletive negation in irrealis
contexts

» Catalan: ambiguous use of negation:

(1)  Tinc por que no vinguin.
a. negative: 'l am afraid that they won't come!
b. expletive: 'l am afraid that they should come!

» Spanish: nonambiguous use of negation:

(2) Tengo miedo de que no vengan.

a. negative: '| am afraid that they won't come.
b. expletive: *'| am afraid that they should come!
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Architecture

The HISPACAT basic architecture

HISPACAT is a concept-oriented relational ORACLE DB
HISPACAT counts with an ontology of 176 linguistic concepts
HISPACAT contains around 500 construction files

HISPACAT counts with a robust data-retrieval system both
for concepts and text

HISPACAT is build on truly comparative basis

vV V. v Y

v

Xavier Villalba Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

The HISPACAT comparative database of syntactic constructions and its applications to syntactic variation research



Architecture

The files: simplified version

locative possessive pronoun

EX_CAT: Era sota meu

REF_CAT: GCC 7.5.2.8

EX_CAST:

REF_CAST:

ANAL: The possessive locative pronoun is only possible in Catalan,
and it surfaces as the complement of simple and complex locative
prepositions replacing a genitive PP (cf. prop teu/prop de tu). This
construction sounds odd with inanimate referents (cf. sota de la

taula/??sota seu).
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Architecture

The Conceptual Ontology: basic concepts

CONCEPTS

PROPERTIES ‘ RELATIONS

PROPERTIES PROPERTIES RELATIONS RELATIONS

LEXICAL-GRAMMATICAL | SEMANTIC-PRAGMATIC | SYNTACTIC | SEMANTIC

I Sentence-type | Discourse prominence

Reference

Figura: Ontology: basic concepts
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Architecture

Concept-based description of constructions

Selected Static locative PP headed by a 'to’
» EX-CAT:

1. Residim a Tarrega. ('We live in Tarrega.)

2. Habitareu a la setena planta. ("You will dwell in the seventh
floor.")

» CONC:

1. LEXICAL-GRAMATICAL-
PROPERTY/CATEGORY/PREPOSITION/STATIC;

2. SYNTACTIC-RELATION/SELECTION/ARGUMENT;

3. LEXICAL-GRAMATICAL-
PROPERTY/CATEGORY/VERB/SELECTION/INERGATIVE;

4. LEXICAL-GRAMATICAL-
PROPERTY/CATEGORY/VERB/EVENTIVE-
STRUCTURE/STATIVE
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Architecture

Concept-based boolean searches
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Architecture

Concept-based boolean searches
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Architecture

Concept-based searches through the concept tree
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Architecture

Textual search
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Theoretical comparative insights: possessives

(3) a. El retrat era pintat meu.
the portrait was painted mine
'"The portrait was painted by me!
b. *El retrato estaba pintado tuyo.
the portrait was  painted mine
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Comparative approach: contrastive analysis

locative possessive pronoun

EX_CAT: Era sota meu

REF_CAT: GCC 7.5.2.8

EX_CAST:

REF_CAST:

ANAL: The possessive locative pronoun is only possible in Catalan,
and it surfaces as the complement of simple and complex locative
prepositions replacing a genitive PP (cf. prop teu/prop de tu). This
construction sounds odd with inanimate referents (cf. sota de la

taula/?isota seu).
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Theoretical comparative insights: right-dislocation

Villalba (2008): data from a comparative textual corpus analysis

» Catalan
» 232 occurrences
» all categories and functions
» equal preference for topic (re)reintroduction and continuation
» similar preference for local and nonlocal antecedents

» Spanish
» 10 occurences
» DP/CP and subject/object
» strong preference for topic (re)reintroduction
» similar preference for local and nonlocal antecedents
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Comparative approach: syntactic interference

‘quantifier cada ‘each/every’ in temporal expressions which
apparently aren’t distributive’

EX_CAT: Cada diumenge vaig al cinema
ANAL: [...] With temporal expressions, the distributive use is clear
in Cada dia va a escola a una hora diferent 'Every day (s)he goes to
school at a different time', but not in Cada dia va a escola '(S)he
goes to school everyday, where Spanish resorts to the
nondistributive quantifier (Todos los dias va a la escuela). [...]
COMENT: Indeed, maybe Spanish allows such a construction (it is

clearly found in the Spanish spoken by Catalan speakers).
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Conclusions

Conclusions

The HISPACAT Catalan-Spanish contrastive database of
constructions is:

» linguistically and conceptually based

» primarily theory driven:

» identification of the “atoms” of linguistic microvariation
> a snapshot of parametric (in)variance

» two major applied goals:

» a major database for contrasting methods and hypothesis in
bilingualism and L2 learning,
» a dynamic comparative grammar for L2 teachers/learners.
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Conclusions

Takk!
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